806   A MODERN PILGRIM IN MECCA
We held up our hands and then stood up, leaving our weapons on the ground. We were surrounded by about a dozen Turkish soldiers and twenty or more Arabs, all talking at once and wildly excited. Their first care was to tie our hands behind us and search us for weapons. Then one of them, clubbing his rifle, hit Ahmad a full drive in the chest that knocked him down. Several more then set on him, and I got much the same as he did. When they were tired of this exercise we were tied up still more securely and driven back to Sanaa. A sergeant who spoke Arabic and seemed to be in charge informed us that we were going to be hanged at the Bab-es-Sabah, where the gallows had been already erected. There was a certain improbability about this statement which did not strike me at the time : had the intention been to kill us they were hardly likely to trouble about a formal execution, and hangings usually took place at the Bab-el-Yemen. As it was, Ahmad somewhat bitterly criticized my leadership : we were going to be hanged, he said, like a pair of common thieves, instead of coming to our end fighting, in a manner which his father would have been proud to tell of. I had nothing to say, and personally was too knocked out of time to care very much about anything, while angry enough to regret bitterly not having fought while we had the chance. On the road, when we reached it, we encountered a large number of townspeople who had followed the soldiers out from Sanaa, and some more of the latter who, coming too late for the engagement, displayed their heroic spirit to the admiring civilians by pointing their rifles at us and spitting in our faces. At the gate we were lashed together so tightly that we could hardly move at first, and surrounded by a close cordon of the infantry, some of whom asked the sergeant if they should not fix bayonets. I suggested that they ought to wait for the artillery, a remark which, fortunately for me, the Turkish soldiers did not understand, though the Arabs did-The latter kept aloof throughout and took no part in ill-treating us : their attitude no doubt was dictated by .prudence, for the Imam might gain the day after all and be disposed to avenge us.
In this manner we were driven through the streets of